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5–24 July: The Let Fear Go Tour is visiting many cities +++ 4–8 August 2026 in 

Cotonou, Benin: World Social Forum with a Freedom of Movement Delegation +++ 26 

August to 3 September 2026 in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania: Caravan for 

Solidarity, Equality, Unity +++ Popes visit to Spain and Lampedusa +++ Regularisation 

in Spain +++ Information on the introduction of the CEAS/pact +++ Recommended 

reading: The ‘Black Atlantic’ route facing Fortress Europe – boat people and large-

scale extractive projects +++ Reviews: 17 to 19 June in Hamburg: Youth Without 

Borders at the Conference of Interior Ministers; anti-AfD mobilisation in Erfurt +++ 

Appendix: Statement by Deportation Alarm

DEAR FRIENDS.

On 4 July, over 50,000 people came to Erfurt to 

protest against the AfD party conference, with over 

15,000 of them taking part in the blockades alone. 

These are both encouraging figures reflecting the 

mobilisation in Thuringia, in which We’ll Come United 

also took part in an anti-racist bloc. In the network’s 

call to action and during the demonstration, the 

activists highlighted something that is, however, all 

too often overlooked: “These days, we are 

confronted not only with the AfD’s racist rhetoric on 

forced remigration, but also with racist political decisions made by those in power. We are 

committed to stopping the AfD, but we also fight every day against every form of racist policy: 

against mass deportations, against the new racist laws, against policies that drive refugees 

into poverty and detention, and against deadly border regimes.”

On the same day, Pope Leo was visiting 

Lampedusa, one of the focal points of the EU’s 

external borders. “The fact that Leo is visiting 

the island just on 4 July – the 250th 

anniversary of US independence – is seen by 

many as a clear signal against the US’s brutal 

deportation policy. The previous evening, on 

Friday, Leo was due to be awarded the 

National Constitution Centre’s Medal of 

Erfurt: Demonstration gegen AfD am 4. Juli 
2026

Lampedusa: Refugees in Libya während des Papstbesu-
ches am 4. 



Liberty in Philadelphia. Yet he stayed away from the US…”, writes the Taz in a detailed and 

worth-reading article on the subject. Already on 12 June, during his trip to Spain, the Pope had 

visited the Canary Islands and, coinciding with the tightening of EU asylum policy through the 

introduction of the CEAS, paid tribute to those who had lost their lives on the Atlantic route. 

Speaking of Spain: the deadline for regularisation ended here on 30 June, and the figures have 

exceeded all expectations. Instead of the estimated 500,000, 1.3 million migrants have applied 

for papers.

Looking ahead: from 4 to 8 August, the 18th World 

Social Forum (WSF) will take place in Cotonou, the 

capital of Benin – the first time to be held on the 

African continent since the 2013 and 2015 forums 

in Tunis. Several transnational networks active in 

Africa and campaigning for the right to freedom of 

movement have decided to send a large 

delegation to Cotonou. A joint programme in a 

dedicated ‘Migration Village’ is currently being organised, with panels on externalisation, the 

criminalisation of migration and the CommemorAction network already confirmed as key 

topics. A starting point for this participation in the WSF was informal discussions at the 

Transborder Summer Camp near Nantes last August. Accordingly, the idea for Cotonou is to 

use the gathering there – in the ‘spirit of Nantes’ – to organise a small ‘Transborder Camp of 

the South’. 

With solidarity from the Kompass crew 
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DATES AND INFORMATION FOR JULY/AUGUST 2026

LET FEAR GO TOUR ON THE ROAD - 5. JULI BIS 24. JULI 2026
The “Let Fear Go” bus tour has been on the road in 

northern Germany since 5 July, but there are still 

numerous stops in the south and east before it returns 

to Berlin on 24 July: 

From the call: „Across Germany, refugees are 

experiencing sustained pressure within the asylum 

system. Long waiting periods, legal uncertainty, 

isolation in accommodation centres, and structural 

restrictions are creating a significant emotional and 

social burden. At the same time, rising right-wing 

politics and anti-migrant narratives are increasing 

hostility, deepening social division, and reinforcing 

restrictive asylum policies. Refugees are therefore facing both structural exclusion and 

increasing everyday discrimination, insecurity, and fear.

Purpose of the Tour

The Let Fear Go Tour 2026 is a nationwide collective initiative designed to strengthen 

connection, knowledge exchange, and community capacity under increasing political 

pressure. It is not symbolic. It is a practical effort to build sustainable networks, collective 

strength, and shared responses to structural injustice and rising right-wing politics…“

MORE INFORMATION HERE: HTTPS://WWW.OPLATZ.NET/LET-FEAR-GO-TOUR-2026/   

INSTAGRAM, O-PLATZ-UNITED:: HTTPS://WWW.INSTAGRAM.COM/OPLATZUNITED/   

4–8 AUGUST 2026 IN COTONOU, BENIN: WORLD SOCIAL FORUM WITH A FREEDOM 
OF MOVEMENT DELEGATION 

More than 30 migration-related organisations 

and networks, all of which are active in Africa, 

will be represented by delegates at the World 

Social Forum. Panels on struggles for freedom 

of movement, the externalisation of border 

regimes and the criminalisation of migration 

are being organised, and a key focus will be 

on deaths and disappearances along the migration routes, which will be shaped to a 

significant extent by relatives from the CommemorAction network. 

A transnational gathering is expected, which will not only raise the profile of migrants’ 

struggles between Africa and Europe in the WSF’s official programme, but will also 

facilitate internal exchanges and strategic discussions with a view to future cooperation. 

FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE WSF IS AVAILABLE ON THE WEBSITE: HTTPS://FSM2026BENIN.ORG/ 
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26 AUGUST TO 3 SEPTEMBER 2026 IN MECKLENBURG-WESTERN POMERANIA: 
CARAVAN FOR SOLIDARITY, EQUALITY, UNITY

„…We are people from different places in Mecklenburg-

Vorpommern (M-V). We fight for the rights of refugees, for 

freedom of movement and safe escape routes. We protest 

against racism and deportations. We want that everyone – 

no matter if they were born in Germany or moved here – 

can have a good life in freedom, safety and dignity. We are 

independent activists and we don’t cooperate with state 

institutions.

Caravan in MV

From 27th august until 3rd september 2026 we visit 

refugee accomodations in whole M-V with the „Caravan for 

Solidarity and freedom of movement in M-V“. We want to 

get together, get to know each other and spend time together. There will also be a 

programm with events and political protest for freedom of movement and solidarity with 

people on the move / refugees…“

MORE INFORMATION INCLUDING THE PLANNED STATIONS: 

HTTPS://TOUR.BLEIBERECHT-MV.ORG/KARAWANE-2026/#ENGLISH 

„HUMAN DIGNITY HAS NO PASSPORT, NOR DOES IT LOSE ITS VALUE WHEN CROS-
SING 
A BORDER.“  - POPE VISITS IN SPAIN AND IN LAMPEDUSA
From the Pope’s speech in the Canary Islands on 11–12 June 2026: 

“Every boat that arrives carries not only migrants; it carries with it a question: what kind of 

world have we built if so many of our brothers and sisters must risk death in order to seek 

life?

Human dignity requires legal and 

safe pathways, rescue and 

assistance, concrete cooperation 

against traffickers, effective 

protection for victims, serious 

reception and integration 

processes, and policies that allow 

every person to live with dignity in 

their own homeland.

While there is a right to seek refuge when life is threatened, there is also a right not to 

have to migrate: the right to remain in one’s own home without hunger, war, persecution, 

or violence; without the land becoming uninhabitable; without corruption stealing the 

bread of the poor; without weapons destroying the future of children.

We must not become accustomed to counting the dead.

Human dignity has no passport, nor does it lose its value when crossing a border. May 

God, who at the end of our lives will judge us according to our love, grant us the ability to 
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recognize Him today in the poor and in the stranger, and free us from looking upon the 

suffering of others as though it did not concern us.”

About the visit in Lampedusa 

From the *Taz* article by Christian Jacob dated 5 July 2026: “… At the end of the mass, 

Leo speaks. His key statement, which is later picked up by almost all the media, is: ‘The 

dead in this sea are victims both of decisions that have been taken and of those that have 

not been taken.’ It echoes what NGOs here have been saying for years: suffering and 

death at the borders are deliberately engineered as a deterrent – for instance, when the 

Meloni government passes legislation forcing rescued people to be taken to ports in 

northern Italy, rather than allowing them to disembark directly in Sicily, thereby taking 

rescue vessels out of service for weeks at a time. Or, as the Pope went on to say, through 

the choice of a “global economic system that causes poverty and exclusion”. He criticised 

those who “foments prejudice and contempt”, and the indifference of those who believe 

“that these problems are none of our concern”. It does not take much to interpret this as a 

criticism of populists, the far right and their followers…“  

READ THE FULL ARTICLE IN GERMAN HERE: HTTPS://TAZ.DE/PAPST-AUF-LAMPEDUSA/!6193533/ 

REGULARISATION IN SPAIN 
“…The figures are staggering. When the Spanish government announced a large-scale 

regularisation of undocumented migrants at the end of 2025, it was estimated that 

between 500,000 and 800,000 people would be affected. The deadline for applications 

was now 30 June – and 1.3 million migrants have applied for papers. Around 360,000 

applications have already been accepted for final processing. This means those concerned 

now have a provisional work permit. Those whose applications are ultimately approved 

will be able to live and work in Spain for one year, after which they must renew their 

residence permit. The children of those concerned will also be regularised. More than half 

of the applicants come from just three countries: Colombia, Venezuela and Morocco…“ 

READ THE FULL ARTICLE IN GERMAN HERE: HTTPS://TAZ.DE/MIGRATIONSPOLITIK-IN-SPANIEN/!6192157/ 

HTTPS://WWW.THEGUARDIAN.COM/WORLD/2026/JUN/30/MILLION-MIGRANTS-SPAIN-APPLY-

REGULARISE-STATUS-NEW-SCHEME 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE INTRODUCTION OF CEAS/PACT
Pro Asyl on GEAS

„The new Common European Asylum System (CEAS) will come into force on 12 June 2026. 

The reform was announced as a solution to the problems facing the European asylum 

system. In reality, however, it threatens to lead to more border procedures, more camps 

at the external borders and more restrictions for those seeking protection. 

Many of the new regulations are complicated. At the same time, there are numerous 

misconceptions circulating about the reform and its implications. That is why we have 

compiled the most important information: what the CEAS entails, what the consequences 

of the reform are – for those seeking protection and also in Germany – and how to 

respond to these issues in discussions.
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In the sections below, you will find answers to frequently asked questions, talking points 

for everyday conversations, and materials to share….“ 

IN GERMAN: HTTPS://WWW.PROASYL.DE/GEAS-IST-DA/ 

GEAS-WATCH - bordermonitoring.eu

To mark the reform of the Common 

European Asylum System (CEAS), 

which was adopted in 2024 and will 

come into force on 12 June 2026, 

Marc Speer has traced the history of 

the CEAS since 1999 in a five-part 

series and outlined the implications 

of the latest CEAS reform.

• The origins of the Common European Asylum System (Part 1)

• The ‘summer of migration’ and the Commission’s proposals (Part 2)

• The ‘New Pact on Migration and Asylum’ (Part 3)

• Tough negotiations and final adoption (Part 4)

• Outline of the reformed CEAS (Part 5)

ALL FIVE PARTS HERE IN GERMAN: HTTPS://BORDERMONITORING.EU/BERICHTE/GEAS-WATCH/  

RECOMMENDED READING: THE ‘BLACK ATLANTIC’ ROUTE FACING FORTRESS 
EUROPE – BOAT PEOPLE AND LARGE-SCALE EXTRACTIVE PROJECTS 
“In this advance publication for Issue 40, Helmut Dietrich analyses those ‘titanic’ maritime 

projects which, according to the Moroccan royal family, are intended to transform 

Western Sahara and its offshore waters into an energy hub for Africa and Europe, and a 

hub for rare earths for the USA. These projects are set against a geopolitical backdrop in 

which a new form of imperialism and emerging regional powers are asserting themselves. 

Amidst this constellation, within its context and in defiance of its logic, the struggle of the 

Atlantic ‘boat people’ for survival and a better life is unfolding…”

READ THE FULL ARTICLE HERE IN GERMAN: 

HTTPS://SOZIALGESCHICHTE-ONLINE.ORG/WP-CONTENT/UPLOADS/2026/06/DIETRICH-BLACK-

ATLANTIC-VORVEROEFFENTLICHUNG-HEFT-40-1.PDF 

REVIEW

17 TO 19 JUNE IN HAMBURG: YOUTH WITHOUT BORDERS AT THE CONFERENCE OF 
INTERIOR MINISTERS
From the JoG press release dated 18 June 2026: 

Hamburg’s Senator for the Interior, Andy Grote, elected ‘Minister for Deportation 2026’ - 

During the gala evening organised by the germanwide refugee initiative Youth Without 
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Borders (JoG) at the Kölibri in Hamburg, Hamburg’s Senator for the Interior, Andy Grote 

(SPD), was today elected “Minister for Deportation 2026”.

Since Wednesday, young refugees have been 

meeting for an action conference in the Hanseatic 

city, running parallel to the conference of interior 

ministers. In addition to the gala evening featuring 

the election of the Minister for Deportation, there 

were various workshops, a press conference and a 

demonstration against deportation policies and 

racist discourse on migration. (…)

At the gala, the 2026 Initiative Award for 

voluntary work was also presented. 

FURTHER INFORMATION IN GERMAN: HTTPS://JOGSPACE.NET/   

ANTI-AFD MOBILISATION IN ERFURT
Aus From the statement by the „widersetzen“-Alliance: 

“50,000 on the streets, 17,000 at the roadblocks, 

1,000,000 online. We have come to stay. We are growing, 

going viral to defeat this cancer of fascism – once and for 

all. We are making history. Not the history that was 

intended for us, but the history we deserve. We have 

organised ourselves from 90 local groups. In countless 

town hall meetings, we have collectively chosen to stand 

against fascism. We have rung the doorbells of over 

20,000 homes. We have put up resistance at more than 

12 blockade points. Today, we have set out from all over 

Germany. We have protested on foot, on the streets and 

in the air. We have done what we promised – tens of thousands of us have stood in the 

way of the AfD through civil disobedience. 

It is said that our blockades have failed. The truth is: the ruling parties are failing in the 

fight against the far right; instead, they are adopting the AfD’s demands and dismantling 

the welfare state, whilst far-right violence is reaching record levels. Anyone who does that 

might as well just keep quiet about the right 

strategy in the fight against fascism. We 

came to disrupt a fascist party’s conference, 

but we gained so much more: a vibrant and 

combative anti-fascist movement. Alerta, 

yesterday, today, tomorrow, in Cottbus, 

Hanau, Erfurt, Magdeburg and everywhere. 

We. Are. widersetzen.”

MORE INFORMATION HERE IN GERMAN: HTTPS://WIDERSETZEN.COM/  

ACTION-NEWSPAPER FROM THE INTERVENTIONIST LEFT IN GERMAN: HTTPS://INTERVENTIONISTISCHE-

LINKE.ORG/BEITRAG/WIDERSETZEN-AKTIONSZEITUNG-DRUCK-VON-LINKS 
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APPENDIX

In the June 2026 issue of the Kompass newsletter, we had already given a brief 

introduction to the new Deportation Watch website. From now on, charter deportations 

will be monitored and critically documented not only from Germany but across the whole 

of Europe; see https://deportationwatch.net/

Here, we are now also publishing the full statement from Deportation Alarm on the 

current developments in Germany: 

STATEMENT: DEPORTATION ALARM
Deportation Alarm has been publishing alerts on upcoming charter deportations from 

Germany in the last years. Now, Deportation Alarm in cooperation with the International 

Deportation Watch Network  is expanding their website, which monitors and documents 

charter deportations not only from Germany but across Europe. So far, charter 

deportations from Austria, Belgium, Germany, Greece, Italy, Sweden, Spain and the United 

Kingdom have been cross-verified through freedom of information requests. The 

collected data offers new insights into the scale, structure, and functioning of a Europe-

wide system of mass expulsions. In the following statement, Deportation Alarm offers a 

more detailed perspective on Germany's role in this system.

Deportation Alarm's Website collects detailed data on every deportation charterflight 

since 2023 until now: 

https://deportationwatch.net/ 

Deportations are cruel manifestations of state violence and racism. For years, European 

governments have pushed to expand the existing deportation infrastructure. Germany 

acts as the central coordinator and driving force behind this system of mass deportation. 

In this, charter deportation flights play a key role. These deportation flights differ from 

deportations on commercial passenger flights, as for charter deportations, an entire 

aircraft is contracted to specifically carry out a deportation. This means that there are 

usually no independent observers who can report on the systematic violence and abuse 
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taking place on board. Germany routinely censors the name of the deportation airlines in 

order to protect them from public criticism, while celebrating the increase in deportation 

numbers. To counter that censorship Deportation Alarm publishes information on charter 

deportation flights from Germany on their social media channels and the network's 

website . This information breaks the government's selective silence around deportations, 

once again making the main actors a target for criticism and intervention.

In 2025 alone, Deportation Alarm monitored 236 charter deportation flights from 

Germany. All of them were subcontracted through a travel agency called "Airpartner" to 

21 different airline companies. Among the main airlines profiting from charter 

deportations were Enter Air (responsible for 62 flights), Freebird Airlines (27 flights), 

Georgian Airways (25 flights) and Sundair (24 flights). In 2025, 82 out of 236 charter 

deportation flights were so-called "Joint Return Operations" (JROs). During JROs people 

from other EU countries are forced to a German airport, from where a collective 

deportation then takes place. As for example on the 29th April 2025: On the preceding 

night, deportation squads roamed the country and raided people's homes. At the same 

time, a connecting charter flight brought more people from Belgium to Frankfurt Airport. 

At the airport, everyone was forced onto a plane operated by Freebird Airlines, which 

departed for Baghdad shortly afterwards. This was not the only charter deportation flight 

on that day. Other flights deported people from various German cities to Nigeria, Ghana 

and Georgia. Most of these deportation flights were carried out with the logistical and 

financial support of Frontex, the EU's militarized border agency [1].

In addition to the growing international collaboration in organizing charter deportations, 

Deportation Alarm has observed several other concerning developments. Two of them 

are highlighted here: 

(1) Governments are working tirelessly to open new deportation routes, without any 

moral considerations. On the 18th July 2025, the second mass expulsion to Afghanistan 

after the Taliban takeover took place. The deportation was carried out by Qatar Airways. 

(Since 2026, Qatar has been bypassed and cooperation has been established directly with 

the Taliban [2]) In 2025, Germany also resumed charter deportations to Somalia and 

Yemen [3] In the monitored cases, the deportation flights first went to Nairobi. There, the 

people were handed over to an airline called "Jubba Airways", which then organized the 

subsequent deportation to Mogadishu and Aden.

(2) Deportations are increasingly outsourced to private security companies and to police 

forces of other states. This further undermines any sense of moral or political 

responsibility. This was the case, for example, for the Afghanistan deportation and the 

above-mentioned deportation flights to Aden and Mogadishu in 2025. In the past and 

continuing to this day, this has already been a common practice for charter flights 

operated by Georgian Airways, Bulgaria Air, and Enter Air, which deport people to Eastern 

European countries on a massive scale [3].
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While those in power use every means available to expand the existing deportation 

infrastructure, it is important to remember that almost two-thirds of deportation 

attempts fail. They fail primarily due to the courageous and creative ways people resist 

their own deportation. Deportation Alarm stands in solidarity with all people threatened 

by deportation. To this day, Deportation Alarm continues to publish warning notifications 

for upcoming charter deportation flights. In 2025, early warning notifications were issued 

for 79% of all monitored charter deportation flights (published at least seven hours 

before departure). Our hope is that people find this information useful in resisting the 

German and European deportation system.  

Crucially, deportations do not only affect those who are actually deported. They affect 

everyone whose right to exist in this country is questioned by racist politics and who is 

rendered "deportable" within an unbearable status quo. The fight against deportations is 

closely connected to other struggles, such as the fight against sexist oppression and 

capitalist exploitation. This becomes clear when we consider how "deportability" is tied to 

gender and marriage status, as well as to the segmentation of the labour market. 

Historically, the power to persecute, detain, and expel has always been a key element of 

authoritarian state-building. We are witnessing this again today, as deportations are used 

to repress worker strikes and protests against the ongoing genocide in Palestine. 

Meanwhile, the fear and pain produced by a capitalist economy – predicated on centuries 

of colonial domination and environmental destruction – are projected onto migrants and 

racialized communities. Politics is displaced by diffuse moral panics. Instead of addressing 

structural causes, resources are invested in constructing a system of mass deportation. 

Health facilities, social services, workplaces, schools and universities are turned into sites 

of border enforcement. As a result, hundreds of thousands of people are left with no 

choice but to fight a daily struggle for survival and dignity. 

Resistance against borders and state-violence must become a central part to our 

struggles if we want to withstand the current facist climate. Together, we can build a 

world defined by mutual care and solidarity. We call everyone to join forces, organize, and 

take action against the deportation machine. FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT FOR ALL!

Sources: 

[1] https://www.statewatch.org/analyses/2025/2-billion-in-15-years-how-frontex-finances-

fortress-europe/ 

[2] https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/kurzmeldungen/DE/2026/04/massnahme.htm  

[3] https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/21/041/2104103.pdf 
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