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DEAR FRIENDS.

Migration Village in Cotonou after the final plenary

Let's start where the introduction to the last is-
sue of Kompass left off: in Cotonou. “The World
Social Forum (WSF) itself was a flop, but the Mi-
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gration Village was top!” That sums up our
collective conclusion from our time in the capi-
tal of Benin, where the planned WSF never real-
ly convened due to government restrictions, in-
ternal conflicts and organisational chaos. Ho-

wever, the preparatory group for the thematic

area on migration and freedom of movement could anticipate the logistical problems and got

selforganised accordingly. Not only did all the panels take place as planned in the conference

rooms of a hotel, which had been booked at short notice. But there were also productive in-

Grenzen und von Polizeigewalt

Coton: Panel deAngehdr/‘gen von Opfern an den .

formal discussion sessions — with a very strong
composition of participants. This is because al-
most all the participating organisations are
active in Africa with their projects. As hoped in
the run-up to the event, the ‘spirit of a Trans-
border Summer Camp of the South’ was very
much in evidence, and the first outcome was
the publication of a joint ‘Cotonou Manifesto’;
see
https://trans-border.net/index.php/manifesto-

for-freedom-of-movement-manifeste-pour-la-liberte-de-circulation/.
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https://trans-border.net/index.php/manifesto-for-freedom-of-movement-manifeste-pour-la-liberte-de-circulation/

In a few days’ time, the elections will take place in Saxony-Anhalt, and the worst is to be fea-
red. The racist party will certainly be celebrating and can expect a further surge in media at-
tention. Two weeks later, elections will be held in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, where it
remains unlikely, at least, that the AfD will form part of the government. And on the same
day, there will also be elections in Berlin, where Die Linke has a good chance of becoming the
largest party. It may offer some small comfort to bear in mind the respective population figu-
res once again: Saxony-Anhalt has a population of around 2.1 million and Mecklenburg-Wes-
tern Pomerania around 1.6 million. With nearly 4 million people, Berlin is home to more resi-
dents than both of these eastern federal states combined. Amid the Foreseeable polarisation
of the coming weeks, what was already a reality in the early 1990s could happen again: the
‘double flight'. Back then, refugees who had been relocated to accommodation centres in
eastern Germany became victims of racist pogroms. Many fled a second time, back to the big
cities, where they hoped to find protection and safety...

Is something similar about to happen again?

Y That people in rural areas of Saxony-Anhalt are
I fleeing to the big cities to escape an increasin-
gly hostile atmosphere? And that, once there,
they need supportive networks and campaigns
to defend their right to remain? However: we
can and must counter the foreseeable horror of
election nights with practical and continuous
Karawane der Solidaritat undfﬁreweuhgsfre/he/i’ + solidarity. On the subject of practical action: the
in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (Foto WCU) migrant strike in Saxony-Anhalt on 26 August
was a courageous step. And right now, a week-long caravan for solidarity and freedom of mo-
vement in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania will be completed. At the end of September a
day of action will happen in Potsdam and Berlin against the payment card. And at the end of
October, simultaneous demonstrations against deportations will take place in Munich and
FrankFurt at the very least; other cities may also join in with protests at deportation airports —
see https://www.welcome-united.org/calendar.

On the subject of continuity: In September 1986, the human rights organisation Pro Asyl was
founded in Frankfurt to — and that’s a quote - “counter the right-wing and racist agitation
against asylum-seekers that was spreading at the time, and to fight for the protection of per-
secuted people. A task that remains just as urgent today.” That is indeed the case, and there
were, amongst others, activists from Pro Asyl
who supported the aforementioned “double
refugees” in the 1990s. In any case, we would like
to send our warmest congratulations to this
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At the same time, we would like to express our
congratulations in advance to Refugees in Libya.

G

Refugees in Libya in den Haag mI19. Mai 2026
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On 1 October 2026, it will be five years since this self-organised group was first established: it
emerged from an extraordinary cycle of struggle by refugees and migrants in Tripoli
following brutal mass raids and evictions carried out by Libyan militias in October 2021; it was
reorganised in Europe from 2022 onwards, after some of its key members had managed to
flee Libya. And now —in 2026/2027 - this transnational group has played a key role in
achieving a legal milestone. Following a preliminary hearing in May 2026, the International
Criminal Court in The Hague confirmed in July all 17 charges against the Libyan torturer El-
Hishri for crimes against humanity. As a result, he is expected to stand trial from June 2027
on, and the campaign leading up to this trial will focus not least on the EU’s central
responsibility for the torture camps in Libya; see https://www.refugeesinlibya.org/post/icc-
to-begin-landmark-trial-into-crimes-against-humanity-in-libya-s-detention-system.

Last but not least: Ceuta. At the end of July, over 70,000 people, mainly from Morocco, made
a powerful statement in defence of their right to freedom of movement and their quest for a
better life by overrunning or swimming across one of the EU’s most heavily fortified borders.
Over 140 people lost their lives in the process, and those who made it through were turned
away and left to starve, whilst racist agitators from across the EU chanted in unison for Fron-
tex to demand even harsher exclusionary measures shortly after the introduction of the Com-
mon European Asylum System (CEAS). Harragas (border-burners) from Morocco and sub-Sa-
haran countries continue to fight in Ceuta for their right to stay or to travel on to the Euro-
pean mainland, whilst groups such as No Name Kitchen are working to provide practical sup-
port on the ground; see https://www.nonamekitchen.org/.

In this spirit, with best wishes of solidarity,

the Kompass team
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INFORMATION AND DATES FOR SEPTEMBER 2026

CEUTA: SOLIDARITY WITH THE HARRAGAS/BORDER BURNERS

% R To understand the context of the
mass swimming protests in Ceuta
at the end of July 2026, we (once
again) recommend the article by

Emergency Solidarity with Ceuta

Helmut Dietrich from November
2025 on Sozialgeschichte Online:
https://sozialgeschichte-
online.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/dietrich_maertyrer-des-

brots_vorveroeffentlichungsgo39.pdf

The same author published some recent notes on Ceuta on 10 August:
https://sozialgeschichte-online.org/2026/08/10/ceuta/

Migration-Control features a well-organised collection of texts, press articles and rea-
ding and video recommendations: https://migration-control.info/de/blog/ceuta-2026/.
An example: “... In an interview with Democracy Now, Miriyam Aouragh highlights social
inequality in Morocco and the tradition of the Harraga since the 1990s. She begins the in-
terview by paying tribute to the dead, who must be added to the tens of thousands of
migrant deaths who have lost their lives at sea in recent decades. She highlights the colo-
nial root causes, as well as the link between the Gen Z uprisings, poverty and repression,
and the rush on Ceuta:
https://www.democracynow.org/2026/8/3/moroccans_leave_ceuta

12 SEPTEMBER IN BERLIN: ,,STAR" DEMONSTRATION AHEAD OF THE 2026 BERLIN
ELECTION

Rotes Rathaus - It's time for a change!

What is the Star Demonstration? “On 12

i J STERNWDEMO September 2026 — one week before the

=

X

Rotes Rathaus, Berlin

Berlin election — a broad coalition of over

12. September

Zeit, dass sich was dreht!

80 organisations, initiatives and trade uni-
ons is calling for a Star Demonstration.
We'll be converging on the Rotes Rathaus from all the districts in a star formation. Seven
themed protest marches will bring together the struggles and demands of Berlin’s civil
society. At 4 pm, they'll all converge for the joint closing rally.

Time for a change!

The protest marches cover the full spectrum of our commitment — from climate protec-
tion, social justice and the mobility transition to anti-racism, feminism and the protection
of democracy. Together, we are sending a message against division and in favour of a city
based on solidarity and openness to the world...."

FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE STAR-DEMONSTRATION AND THE RESPECTIVE PROTEST MARCHES:
HTTPS://STERNDEMO.DE/
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25 SEPTEMBER IN POTSDAM AND BERLIN: DAY OF ACTION AGAINST THE PAYMENT
CARD

10:30 a.m.: Rally in front of the Parliament in Potsdam (AlterMarkt/ Landtag)

2:30 p.m.: Rally in front of the Publk GmbH office at Knesebeckstr. 59-61, 10719 Berlin
We want full participation instead of stigmatization!

On September 25, exactly two years after the Brandenburg State Parliament awarded
the contract to implement the payment card to Publk GmbH & Secupay AG, we say:
Enough is enough! The payment card is a tool of exclusion and stigmatization, of control
and punishment. It is legally questionable, violates fundamental rights and data protecti-
on, and undermines the dignity of refugees. The €50 cash limit excludes people from par-
ticipation, because many things can still only be paid forin cash.

Forget the payment card! The state of Brandenburg has spent nearly 3 million € over
the past two years on technical costs for the payment card alone. In more and more mu-
nicipalities, it's becoming clear that the payment card leads to increased bureaucracy.

The only ones profiting from it are the payment card’s developer, millionaire J6rg Schwi-
talla of Publk GmbH, Secupay AG, and the far right.

a T There are alternatives to the payment card:
SOI’dar’bab the basic bank account! Numerous cities and mu-
stiatt Bezahlkarte!
Aktionstag 25.09.2026 ﬁ

Demo 10:30 Pobsdam Landbag

nicipalities have already decided against introdu-
cing the payment card, including Potsdam. These
municipalities prove that it is possible to resist
the federal government’s racist deterrence poli-
cy and a policy that only knows how to kick those
at the bottom.

Who are we? We are a broad coalition of initiati-
ves such as Women in Exile & Friends, No to the
Payment Card Berlin-Brandenburg, We'll Come

United, the Brandenburg Refugee Council, as
well as local chapters of Die Linke active in the exchange movement, Spati and café wor-
kers from the many different exchange locations, church congregations active in the ex-
change movement, and (individuals from) welfare organizations.

We need you so we can abolish the payment card! Come join us in front of the Bran-
denburg State Parliament in Potsdam to show that we want a Brandenburg built on soli-
darity, one that enables participation and self-determination!

Join us in front of the Publk GmbH office to make it clear: The payment card is not harm-
less digitization, but organized exclusion. You're profiting from people’s suffering. Stop
making life difficult for refugees and poor people once and for all. Stop the rollout of the
payment card!

We're certain: Together, we'll abolish the payment card!
HTTPS://WWW.WELCOME-UNITED.ORG/ARTICLES/EGCW3JGKUVQXBC6F1VCL5

26 SEPTEMBER IN 15 CITIES: DGB DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST SOCIAL CUTS
"The German Trade Union Confederation (DGB) and its member unions are calling for a
nationwide day of action under the slogan 'Hard-earned! Your work. Your health. Your
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pension.”. Rallies will take place in

Hart verdient!
Deine Arbeit. Deine

15 major cities on 26 September.
(LHTLCLEARLL VSN Together, we trade unions are

Der DGB und seil

bindesweenl Sl sending a clear message in support

of a strong welfare state, secure
jobs, good working conditions and the protection of workers’ rights....”

FURTHER INFORMATION: HTTPS://WWW.DGB.DE/MITMACHEN/KAMPAGNEN/AKTIONSTAG-
SOZIALSTAAT/

3 OCTOBER: 5 YEARS OF REFUGEES IN LIBYA - FROM TRIPOLI TO THE HAGUE!
EVENT IN BERLIN...

From the Streets of Tripoli to the ICC: Five
Years of Struggle and Solidarity with Refu-
gees in Libya

Connecting Migrant-led Movements Chal-
lenging Europe’s Mobility Regime
October 3, 2026 | SPORE Initiative, Berlin,
Hermannstralle 86

L SUEEANJIER oF <SELHISHRI Il & 4
%ﬂﬁg}{gg_ctyem/u?efugees in Libya in Berlin .. Credit: liance with Refugees in Libya (ARIL), and
ECCHR

Provisional Programme:

15:30 | Doors open and exhibition;

16:10-16:35 | Five Years of Struggle by Refugees in Libya;

16:40-18:00 | Panel discussion: The El Hishri Case at the ICC: Survivor Participation and
the Struggle for Accountability;

18:40-19:45 | From Solidarity to Action: Connecting struggles and building around and
beyond the El Hishri trial;

,0n 1 October 2021, people on the move in Libya came together in Tripoli for what beca-

Organized by Refugees in Libya (RiL), Al-

me the 100 Days Protest outside UNHCR. Out of this mobilization grew Refugees in Lib-
ya (RiL), a movement founded by survivors of detention and border violence that conti-
nues to mobilise, document abuses, challenge impunity, and fight for freedom of move-
ment.

Five years later, RiL, the Alliance with Refugees in Libya, and ECCHR invite migrant and
diaspora communities and others interested in migration, human rights, social justice,
border politics, and international accountability to an afternoon of looking back at five
years of struggle while asking what can be built around a new opening for justice at the
ICC...."

FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE TRIAL AT ICC: HTTPS://WWW.REFUGEESINLIBYA.ORG/POST/ICC-TO-BE-
GIN-LANDMARK-TRIAL-INTO-CRIMES-AGAINST-HUMANITY-IN-LIBYA-S-DETENTION-SYSTEM

MORE GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT REFUGEES IN LIBYA:

HTTPS://WWW.REFUGEESINLIBYA.ORG/
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ON 24 OCTOBER: DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST DEPORTATIONS IN MUNICH, FRANK-
FURT...

At the deadline for this Kompass issue it was still unclear whether there would be just
two parallel demonstrations in Munich and Frankfurt on 24 October 2026, or whether
further protests would take place at other airports used for deportations. In any case, va-
rious groups are working to coordinate their efforts and organise joint actions.
In Frankfurt, the protest on 24 October is being organised by We'll Come United Rhein-
Main and will take place at 2 pm in Terminal 1/Departures.
M“NCHEN In Munich, the protest on 24 October is being organised by
DARF a broad alliance to prevent the construction of the deporta-
NICHT ZUR tion terminal. From the call to action in Munich: “Our pro-
ABSCHIEBE- test is having an impact: the construction of the deportati-
[ VWV 22 B3 F:\»J @ onterminalis highly controversial and resistance is gro-
WERDEN! wing. Now it is a matter of increasing the pressure even fur-
ther! On 24 October, we will send a clear signal in favour of

an open and supportive city and against the expansion of
DE AGNzg.'IPhZZJI.GIgR‘I deportation infrastructure. Saturday, 24 October 2026, 4.00

TP SRS pm Demonstration at Munich Airport (MAC Forum)
ABSCHIEBETERMINAL
B[] (9]0 vErmiNpERN For years, we have been witnessing how right-wing and in-

humane views are increasingly being normalised — particularly in asylum and migration
policy. In this context, deportations are increasingly being portrayed as a supposedly
simple solution to societal and social problems. Yet deportations are not a solution; on
the contrary, they amount to state violence, exclusion and the denial of rights. They tear
families apart, destroy relationships and social networks, and send people back to situa-
tions where they face persecution, violence or existential insecurity....”

READ THE FULL CALL TO ACTION AND FIND FURTHER INFORMATION ON MUNICH HERE:
HTTPS://ABSCHIEBETERMINAL-VERHINDERN.DE/

MIGRATION VILLAGE AT THE WORLD SOCIAL FORUM AND THE COTONOU MANIFE-
STO
T All the Migration Village panels took place as

planned in conference rooms at a hotel that
had been booked at short notice: on freedom
of movement and externalisation, on
deportations and criminalisation, and on
death and disappearances at borders. These
panels brought together a wide variety of or-
ganisations from Africa, and the ‘Migration
Village' also hosted highly productive informal discussion sessions with this very strong
composition of participants. On the final day of the conference, parallel working groups
first discussed concrete approaches to the above-mentioned topics and agreed on fur-
ther steps. In addition, a manifesto drafted over the previous days was finalised and
published a few days after the WSF. Here are some extracts:
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OUR BODIES ARE NOT YOUR BORDERS
The Cotonou Manifesto For Freedom of Movement

= For we cannot fully call ourselves survivors
without confronting the very systems from which
we suffered—systems that continue to de-
humanise and destroy the lives of many. Nor can
solidarity be claimed without confronting those
systems alongside us.
Therefore, having gathered in the Migration Vil-
lage at the World Social Forum in Cotonou, Benin,

we—victims, survivors, families and activists, to-
gether with movements, organisations and allies committed to dismantling the racist
migration regime—issue this manifesto.

Those of us who speak from lived experience are survivors of deadly deserts, prisons,
detention centres, deportation flights, pushbacks, racist attacks, abductions at sea, ens-
lavement, rape and other forms of inhumane treatment. We speak as people whose bo-
dies have been used to build borders, whose suffering has been converted into dehuma-
nising and exclusionist policies, and whose
deaths have been reduced to statistics in order
to justify the need for "migration management."
(...) Freedom of movement is not only a
fundamental right, it creates ties between coun-
tries and peoples, and achieves the full econo-
mic, social, and cultural benefits of migration.
From a feminist perspective, it guarantees wo-

! ; men and gender minorities the possibility of mo-
ving to seek safety and freedom. From a Pan-Africanist perspective, it secures African
unity and strengthens our societies and the continent's self-determination. From a
decolonial perspective, freedom of movement would put an end to the global apartheid
of mobility that prolongs the hierarchies inherited from colonization. Despite the
barriers raised in front of us, we too exercise freedom of movement every day by
overcoming and undermining deadly borders. We create infrastructures of solidarity to
support people on the move. We build transnational networks to learn from one another,
to fight together against a racist migration regime, and to build a world in which
freedom of movement is a reality. With these aims, the Migration Village during the
World Social Forum in Cotonou was another step toward organising mutual exchange
and joining forces for a continuous struggle. (...)"

THE FULL TEXT OF THE MANIFESTO, IN ENGLISH AND FRENCH, CAN BE FOUND HERE:
HTTPS://TRANS-BORDER.NET/INDEX.PHP/MANIFESTO-FOR-FREEDOM-OF-MOVEMENT-MANIFESTE-
POUR-LA-LIBERTE-DE-CIRCULATION/
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COMMEMORACTION BROCHURE PUBLISHED

‘ Just in time for the World Social Forum in Cotonou, a
brochure on the CommemorAction network has been
published in English and French. From the
introduction: ,.... In this booklet, we trace some of
the key stages in the development of this
transnational network. We present several accounts
drawn from CommemorAction’s transnational mee-
tings organised over the past six years. We have also
compiled a number of statements and testimonies
from relatives who have lost loved ones and are now
actively involved in the CommemorAction network.
We hope that this collection of texts and the nume-
rous photographs will provide an insight into the

CommemorAction process and offer an initial under-
standing of it. Of course, this small booklet remains fragmentary. It does not in any way
claim to be exhaustive; it is merely an overview of the many activities and efforts under-
taken to pay tribute to those who have died or gone missing and to take action against
the deadly migration regime.

In solidarity with all those who have died or gone missing as a result of state violence
along migration routes and in our neighbourhoods!”

THE BROCHURE CAN BE VIEWED AND DOWNLOADED HERE:
HTTPS://COMMEMORACTION.NET/2026/07/31/NEW-BOOKLET-PUBLISHED/

MIGRANT STRIKE IN SAXONY-ANHALT
: This courageous strike even made it onto the

Tagesschau: “In Magdeburg today, numerous business
owners with a migrant background closed their shops.
With the so-called ‘Migra-Strike’, they aim to take a stand
against racism and exclusion ahead of the election on 6
September. At midday, there was also a rally outside the
parliament. The organisers also want to highlight the
role that people with a migrant background play in
Saxony-Anhalt’'s economy - for example in care,
construction, logistics and food production sectors..."
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/gesellschaft/
protestaktion-magdeburg-migranten-100.html

From the Taz: ,Migrant strike in Saxony-Anhalt

A region without shops as a warning against the AfD. According to the organisers,
around 160 shops in Magdeburg will remain closed during the “Migrant Strike”. The aim
is to draw attention to the danger posed by the AfD...":
https://taz.de/Migrantenstreik-in-Sachsen-Anhalt/!6207343/
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TRANSNATIONAL MIGRANT STRIKE (FOR 2028) IN PREPARATION

.The movement is initiated by the Migrant Justice Community of Practice, a coalition of
migrant-led and racialised-led organisations working to shift European migration approa-
ches away from punishment, violence and control toward community, care and social
provision. Over the next two years, we will organise within our communities towards a
large movement of strikes, actions and mobilisation to demand justice and rights for mi-
grants, and by extension, all people affected by inequality, violence and exploitation...”
From the call: ,We are migrants, with and without documents, refugees, asylum seekers.
We are children of immigrants, parents of European citizens. We have arrived in Europe
recently or we have been here for decades, we were born here. We came here after
Europe came to us.

Nothing runs without us: no society can sustain itself, no economy can prosper without
our contribution. We take care of elders, children and neighbours, we do the invisible and
unpaid work that upholds our communities. We are bus, taxi and delivery drivers, cooks,
shop owners, teachers, nurses and doctors, artists and athletes, we are sex workers. We
fix cars, phones and computers, we build homes. We are seasonal workers, temporary
workers, public servants, student workers, we have stable contracts or combine several
jobs, we are part of the gig economy. We are employed without documents. We are em-
ployed behind bars. We are excluded from the job market. Some of us have retired, and
some are unable to.

Everywhere in Europe, we have witnessed the longstanding exploitation of our relatives,
neighbours, and friends. Across countries, racist policies instrumentalise us and treat us
as disposable. When we don’t have documents, we are at the mercy of abuse and servitu-
de. And when we do have work permits, they don’t protect us and tie us to our employ-
ers. We have experienced decades of political choices and policies designed to turn us in-
to criminals, creating conditions for large-scale exploitation by withholding access to re-
gularisation, detaining us and deporting us. This system has been made possible by cen-
turies of investment in war and conflict, economic and resource extraction, climate de-
gradation, and colonialism, which push the global majority to leave their homes by force.
On our journey here, we have been shot on land, drowned in the Mediterranean Sea, stig-
matised and murdered with impunity. We are tired of violence.

Now that we are here, governments decide who's a good migrant and who's not, who de-
serves to work and who doesn’t. Racist narratives portray us as benefits frauds and job
thieves. We are tired of racism and discrimination.

We use our labor force as a tool for resistance because that’s all the system can recogni-
se. But we are hopeful that we will create for our children a world where our value is not
tied to participation in the economy.

We call for our neighbors, colleagues and friends to stand with us as we demand rights
and justice. We call for workers’ unions, feminist groups, queer activists, youth and stu-
dents organisations and all solidarity movements to join our struggle...

THE FULL APPEAL IN MANY LANGUAGES, ALONG WITH FURTHER INFORMATION, CAN BE FOUND HERE:
HTTPS://WWW.EQUINOX-EU.COM/MIGRANT-STRIKE/
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ALARM PHONE ON PUSHBACKS ON THE EVROS:
»INSTEAD OF HELP, VIOLENCE ARRIVES

In the past months, Alarm Phone received many
calls from the Evros/Merig region by people on the
move being stranded in Greek territory. Most of
these cases ended with heavy violence, robbery

Evros: Instead of help, violence

arrives 8 and illegal pushbacks by Greek authorities.

Frontex, UNHCR and others are silent bystanders.
...Alarm Phone alone counts 32 cases since the

beginning of the year; in most of these the people
were either pushed back or we never found out what happened to them.

Organisations like Frontex and UNHCR are informed about ALL these cases. They cannot
remain silent regarding these crimes, committed by their partners in front of their eyes.
We demand immediate investigations into all these incidents.

We are angry and shocked by this heavy violence executed in plain public, under the eyes
of Frontex and UNHCR and heavily funded by European money and legitimized by Euro-
pe’s political climate. These crimes are only possible, because European politics let them
happen.

These are means of a fascist regime — these are crimes against humanity, committed on
European soil.

We stand in solidarity with all the people on the move and strongly condemn the vio-
lence committed against them - in Greece and elsewhere.

Europe and Europe’s borders: You are a disgrace.”

THE FULL REPORT HERE: HTTPS://ALARMPHONE.ORG/EN/2026/07/18/EVROS-INSTEAD-OF-HELP-
VIOLENCE-ARRIVES/

ALARM PHONE ON DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CENTRAL MEDITERRANEAN

.Central Mediterranean Analysis, 1 January to 30 June 2026

In the first half of 2026, Alarm Phone was alerted to 280 boats in distress in the central
Mediterranean Sea. In the same period of the year before, we had been alerted to 334
boats on this migration route. In the second half of 2025, a total number of 428 boats
reached out to us from this region. According to data by the UNHCR, arrivals to Italy via
Libya and Tunisia stood at about 15,800 people at the end of June 2026, whereas in the
previous year 33,631 people arrived in the first six months. Arrivals via Libya to Crete we-
re at about 9,000 people at the end of June 2026, making the total number of sea arri-
vals from Libya and Tunisia to Europe ca. 24,800 people in the first half of 2026.

The vast majority of boats departed from Libya, many of them from Eastern Libya to-
wards Crete, Greece. On this route, there is a lot of traffic by merchant vessels. They
sometimes rescued people in distress, but also pushed back some boats in collaboration
with the so-called Libyan or the Egyptian Coastguard. The route from Tunisia is almost
totally blocked due to extensive drone surveillance, and boats are often violently inter-
cepted by Tunisian authorities. Once intercepted the people are deported to desert
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areras at the Algerian or Libyan border or put on so-called “voluntary return” flights to
their countries of origin.

The IOM estimates that about 865 people have died in this central Mediterranean region
during the first six months of 2026. We should emphasise, however, that many deaths or
disappearances are never documented, so we have to assume an actual higher death toll.
Any statistical count of deaths and disappearances can only ever be considered as a
rough estimate, which needs to be treated with caution, and in any case does never ac-
count for the countless people whose lives have forever been changed by the loss of
their loved ones.

The civil fleet has continued to carry out rescues and remains resilient, despite the on-
going assault on their solidarity at sea. According to our documentation, ca. 65 boats we-
re rescued by the civil fleet in the first half of 2026.

Over the past six months, we have witnessed time and again that boats of people on the

Watch the med

ALARMPHONE

Hotline for boatpeople in distress. No
rescue, but Alarm.

move and those of the civil rescue fleet were attacked by Libyan forces and militias. We
have also witnessed repeated pushbacks (by proxy) of boats from within the Maltese
Search and Rescue zone, something that the documentation of the Malta Migration Ar-
chive has also confirmed. Moreover, interceptions by the so-called Libyan Coastguard on
the route from Eastern Libya towards Crete increased during the last months after
pressure and financial support by the EU.

In this analysis, we provide a comprehensive chronology of the first half of 2026, offering
in great detail an account of developments as they unfolded in the central Mediterra-
nean Sea. For lack of comparable existing resources, we are creating our own archive of
migrant struggles and acts of solidarity and resistance.

We will continue to stand with people on the move and document the border violence
that they face. In our daily practice, we struggle against borders, for ferries, not Frontex,
and the freedom of movement for all...."

FULL REPORT HERE: HTTPS://ALARMPHONE.ORG/EN/2026/08/09/NEW-MEASURES-AGAINST-
MIGRATION-AND-NEW-ROUTES-BY-PEOPLE-ON-THE-MOVE/?POST_TYPE_RELEASE_TYPE=POST

23,000 LIVES - FILM & IUVENTA - DOCUMENTARY
“A Film about the story of Jugend Rettet and the

luventa, about the people we met at sea and
whom we helped to survive their journey, and
about the repression we faced as a result.

The film 23,000 Lives will be available exclusively

on Netflix worldwide from 17 July.

DAS SCHIFF
What does the title 23,000 Lives refer to?

KOMPASS
ANTIRA-NEWSLETTER
09/2026


https://alarmphone.org/en/2026/08/09/new-measures-against-migration-and-new-routes-by-people-on-the-move/?post_type_release_type=post
https://alarmphone.org/en/2026/08/09/new-measures-against-migration-and-new-routes-by-people-on-the-move/?post_type_release_type=post

Over the course of 16 missions, the luventa crew assisted 175 boats and was involved in
the rescue of more than 23,000 people in the central Mediterranean. As ‘first
responders’, the luventa was often the first vessel to arrive at the scene: crew members
handed out life jackets, provided first aid and stabilised overcrowded boats until further
help arrived. More than 9,000 people were taken on board the luventa itself.

Members of the Jugend Rettet association, crew members of the luventa, defendants in
the criminal proceedings, their lawyers and companions, as well as people who were res-
cued by the luventa, worked on the film as consultants. They influenced the script, scene
design and sets. luventa crew members trained the film crew and accompanied them on
set every day of filming..."”

FURTHER INFORMATION: HTTPS://IUVENTA-CASE.ORG/DE/23000-LEBEN-THE-NETFLIX-MOVIE
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